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2016 Mayor’s Cup Regatta 

Phil Leonard W864 

June 4th-5th 2016 brought the 39th annual Lake 
Townsend Yacht Club Mayor’s Cup Regatta.  Peter 

Hamilton for the Carolina Sailing Club was the PRO 
and we had great support from several folks from the 
Oak Hollow Yacht Club. 

As the weekend approached the weather reports were 
calling for winds on Saturday between 4-7 knots mixed 

with heavy thunderstorms mid afternoon and evening, 
and 12-15 knots with winds building along mixed 
heavy thunderstorms for Sunday afternoon. 

Fourteen Flying Scots made up the largest one design 
fleet, followed by 9 Wayfarers, of the newly formed 
USWA Charter of Fleet 15, and a host of 13 Open 

Class boats that included 3 Isotope catamarans, 2 
Buccaneers, 3 Tanzer 16’s, a Lightning, a Laser, a 

Sidewinder, and a Sunfish.  

With the advantage of having the largest one design 
fleet the Scots won the Mayors Cup trophy and the 

Open Class fleet took the Bryan Cup trophy leaving the 
Wayfarers to garner the fun cup award. Maybe next 
year we can add a third trophy to replace the Kent 

Taylor trophy which has been repurposed for another 
event. 

As we rigged our boats Saturday there were many a 

keen eye watching the skies and alert ears to the wind, 
and an occasional glance at our smart phones to see if 

and when the storms would arrive. 

To our amazement, and liking, the storms never 
materialized and we had a great weekend of 

competitive racing. The winds held fairly steady from 
the SSW and started out light on Saturday in the 3-5 
knot range in 90+ temperatures, and slowly built up to 

the 5-7 knot range by the last of the three races which 
were all Windward Leeward providing for downwind 

finishes. 

Eight of the nine Wayfarers competed in the three 
races Saturday with Steve Freyaldenhoven crewing 

with Uncle Al who was sailing W 6066 that he 
delivered from Canada to Peter Thorn, our newest 
Wayfarer owner. Peter competed in his Tanzer because 

the Mayor’s Cup was a District Race for that class. 
Also sailing were Ken Butler and his daughter Kelly 

Smith on W449, AnnMarie Covington and Susan Cole 
on W276 (the last regatta for 276 with AnneMarie’s 
new Mark IV coming in soon!!), Jim and Linda 

Heffernan W1066, Uwe Heine and Nancy Collins on 
W10978, Ali Kishbaugh and Trish McDermott W1392, 

Phil and Cathy Leonard W864, and Mike Sigmund and 
Ellen Heywood on W2458. 

The racing was close and very competitive. We had a 
number of multi boat mark roundings with one leeward 
mark having five Wayfarers rounding at the same time 

and nobody making contact!! 

On a downwind leg of the second race Al and Steve 

were hit by a sudden gust and capsized and since the 
rear hatch had not been clamped tight the boat 
swamped and they had to get it to shore and bail out 

the water.  Al said, “Fanfare needed a good cleaning 
anyway since she had been cruising in the salt water of 
Chesapeake Bay the previous week.” 

At the end of Saturday’s three races the standings were 
Jim and Linda Heffernan in first and Uwe and Nancy 

and Phil and Cathy tied for second with the tie breaker 
going to Uwe and Nancy. 

 
 

Since we were sailing Sunday putting the boats to bed 
was easy and we gathered in the picnic shelter for 

libations and a delicious meal of lasagna, chicken 
casserole, salad, bread, desserts, all prepared by our 
wonderful past Social Chair, Wanda Williams, and her 

helpers.  Of course, Al had his Dark and Stormy table 
set up and flowing.  Trish McDermott even made a 
rum and ginger beer run for us when we came up short! 

Sunday rolled in with a blast of cooler weather and 
much higher winds starting out in the 10-15 knot range 

and building to 15-18 by the second race with gusts to 
22 knots.  The Wayfarers had 7 boats heading to the 
starting line.  Steve Freyaldenhoven was sailing his 

newly refinished Wayfarer 3446 and at the start of the 
first race the rudder broke off right below the upper 
bracket cheeks.  It was the original rudder for the boat. 

In Sunday’s two races of heavy winds Heffernans chased 

Leonards who scored a pair of bullets. 
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Al, solo skippering Fanfare decided to sit out the 
heavy wind and offered his rudder to Steve but it 

would not fit so in the end neither of them raced this 
day. 

Mike Sigmund and Ellen Heywood sailing Heffernan’s 

Morning Star found the same gust of wind that Al 
found the prior day but it was blowing 3 times harder 

and they went into the drink as well.  The three 
Isotopes, racing in top winds for solo sailing that boat, 
all capsized and only John Kuzmier managed to 

continue racing. 

It was a very challenging day with the high gusty 
winds, plus white cap waves, which at times seemed 

like 2-3 feet, were crashing over the bow and into our 
faces.  We were able on numerous occasions to get the 

boats up on a plane which made the day that much 
more fun.  In this wind it seemed unnecessary to fly 
our spinnakers, and who needs them anyway when 

you’re up on a plane without them!! 

The first race was a Windward Leeward consisting of 
six legs and it took concentration to stay focused and 

energy to deal with the physical tension due to the 
winds and heavy waves.  The waves however aided us 

in getting onto those nice planing runs!!! 

The second race was a Modified Olympic course with 
a triangle and another windward with a downwind 

finish. The jibe mark location made for a fun broad 
reach and a wicked jibe to head to the leeward mark!!!  
This is one of my personal favorite courses since I 

come from the multihull history!!   

We then had a nice sail back to the marina where we 
pulled our boats out of the water and headed up to the 

picnic shelter for the social where we feasted on fried 
chicken, pasta, and various deserts brought to us by the 

lovely and talented, Wanda our famous cook!!! And 
let’s not forget the cold drinks to be had to refresh our 
dry mouths!! 

After tallying the scores, the final results were 
announced and trophies awarded to Jim and Linda 
Heffernan, first place, Phil and Cathy Leonard, second 

place, and Uwe Heine and Nancy Collins, third place.  
The event was a great success and with the ever 

growing fleet of Wayfarers we hope to be the largest 
fleet next year and compete for the Mayor’s Cup 
itself!! 

Excitedly submitted!! 

Phil Leonard 

Captain, Fleet 15 

BAYVIEW ONE DESIGN DETROIT RIVER 
Julie Seraphinoff W10861 

A small but mighty fleet of Wayfarer Mark IVs took on 

the Bayview One Design regatta June 4-5, with the 

Mississauga Sailing Club duo of Anne and David Pugh 
coming away with the first-place trophy.  This was the 
first regatta in North American Wayfarer history where 

only Hartley Mark IVs showed up to compete. 

While only six boats raced, the competition was fierce. 
Joining the Pughs in travelling to the BOD from 

Canada were Sue Pilling and Steph Romaniuk from 
Perry Sound, who were competing in a Mark IV for the 

first time ever, and the MSC team of Rob Wierdsma 
and son Daniel Wierdsma. Pilling/Romaniuk and the 
Wierdsmas are all in training for the upcoming 

Wayfarer Worlds in the Netherlands.  Tony Krauss 
came in from Cleveland and was joined by crew Ed 
Barshaw of Detroit area.  The Michigan contingents 

were Marc Bennett and myself, and the inimitable Nick 
Seraphinoff and crew Chip Cunningham. 

 

 

 

The tight competition shows in results from the five 
races sailed Saturday.  The Pughs took the first race, 
with team Wierdsma finishing second.  The second 

race was won by Bennett/Seraphinoff who had cleared 
out the cobwebs after a last-place finish in the first 
race.  The Nick and Chip team came roaring to the 

forefront in the third race, taking advantage of a 
tactical move of sailing to the far side of the river 

rather than sticking to the shore.  The move paid off for 
Tony and Ed as well, bringing them a second place.  
The Bennett/Seraphinoff team sailed Jamaica Blue to 

first place in the fourth race, while the Pughs in 
Reckless Abandon won the final race of the day.   

Wayfarers enjoyed their own private set up area at the 

Bayview Junior Sailing Facility. 
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2016 MAYOR’S CUP and BAYVIEW ONE DESIGN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chesapeake Cruise continued from page 3 

 
 
 

 
 
The second group left soon thereafter with Bob and Hazel, 

Dick and Tom, and Bruce and Katrina Idleman in their GP 
14 (another post war British design that proved to be equal 
in speed and better pointing than our Wayfarers except in 

very light winds).   Kit Wallace and Patsy Poulin and Bill 
Harkins and Margie McKelvey followed.  For safety’s 

sake, we sailed using the buddy system, and attempted to 
adhere to regular radio contacts.   Brian Laux, who was 
sailing solo, decided to return to Crisfield and the comfort 

of his brother’s home.  It rained all the way to Tangier, 

making boats disappear at times in the grey mist, but we 
were fortunate that both the Bay water and the rain were 

warm, and the winds were not too strong so no one got cold 
until just before arriving in Tangier Island at Milton Parks 
Marina.  

Everything was soaking wet and even the stalwart regulars 
were open to the idea of finding a B&B.  We were met at 

the dock by a stretch golf cart limo to transport ourselves 
and sea bags to the Bay View Inn, which treated us very 
well indeed.  Later in the evening, after warm showers and 

wine and cheese, we trudged off to the only restaurant 
which remained open.  Some of us enjoyed another 
Chesapeake specialty there, soft shell crab sandwiches, 

served legs hanging out and all, eaten in its entirety 
between two pieces of old fashioned white bread.  Just ask 

Hazel for a review. 

 At sunset, one could see a line of clouds hugging the 
western horizon.  Being on Tangier and Smith Islands does 

give the impression of being out to sea, and the line was 
evidence that Bonnie was moving on.  Tuesday morning 
was bright and sunny, a perfect day to sail the 5NM to 

Watts Island, to the east of Tangier.  The winds were light 
from the east at 5-10K, and it was both a challenge and a 

pleasure to tack down the dogleg channel through Tangier, 
past the crab sheds and the working waterfront.  Kit and 
Patsy somehow managed to find themselves stuck in some 

Chesapeake mud next to a crab shack. What to do?  You 
can’t just jump out and push yourself off as you will go up 
to your knees in the stuff.  A waterman in his skiff came to 

the rescue and pulled them down the channel, but Kit and 
Patsy reported that they didn’t understand a word of the 
distinct accent for which Tangier and Smith Islanders are 

known.  Hand signals are a universal language. 

 Our sail to Watts was a lovely reach in gentle winds.  After 

rounding the north side of the island, we put ashore for a 
picnic, some swimming and more Dark and Stormies.  
Watts Island is a beautiful wildlife sanctuary and is fast 

eroding, like much of low lying land on the Chesapeake. 
The reach back to Tangier was equally enjoyable, until the 
wind died in the late afternoon.  Unfortunately, the tidal 

current was again running against us in the entrance 
channel, and we were forced to break out the oars and 

paddles for some enthusiastic self propulsion back to the 
dock. 

 In the morning, the winds were light.  Rather than fight the 

current again through the eastern exit from Tangier, several 
boat decided to go west and then around the top of the 
island, across the shallow flats, at Milton Parks’ suggestion.  

This worked well until the wind died again, and we 
watched as it filled in for the boats having taken the other 
route.  The wind speed continued to build and we all had a 

wild ride on a close reach back to Crisfield.  Warm 
goodbyes were said at the Somer’s Marina, and later in 

town after dinner, and the whole crew looks forward to 
next year. 

  

2016 MAYOR’S CUP/BOD PHOTOS ON Page7 

Top: Wayfarers line the dock at LTYC. 

Cathy and Phil put in some serious hiking during 

Sunday’s heavy wind races  

Center: Annemarie Covington and Susan Cole 

competed in Epiphany’s last regatta as the beautiful 

wood boat is for sale. 

Another female team, Trish McDermott and Ali 

Kishbaugh, sailed in Trish’s boat as Ali’s boat is in 

progress.  They placed second in  Race 1! 

Photos by Linda Marsh 

Bottom: Steph Romaniuk, Marc Bennett and Julie 

Seraphinoff are all smiles after Saturday races at 

Bayview One Design. 

On Sunday Sailors watch the storm clouds from the 

BYC clubhouse. 

Photos by Julie Seraphinoff 

Peter Thorn demonstrates Smith Island’s most 

popular mode of transport.  Bicycles, the second 

choice, are in the background. 




